ENNISTYMON UNION. 



BETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 11 February 18 S 1 ; — for, 



COPIES “ of any Correspondence -which may have taien place iu relation 
to the Dismissal of the Board of Elected Guardians of the Ennistymon 
Union, and the Appointment of paid Officers therein.” 



Poor Law Commission, Dublin, 
X March 1851. 



} 



W. STANLEY, 

Secretary. 



(fhlr. French^ 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
10 A^ril 1851. 
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COPIES of any Correspondence ■whicli may have taken place in relation to the 
Dismissal of the Board of Elected Guardians of the Ennistymon Union, 
and the Appointment of Paid Officers therein. 



No. 1.— EXTRACT from a Report from Mr. Briscoe, Temporary Poor Law 
Inspector, to the Commissioners, 23 November 1850. 

(No. 65,039/50.) 

The demand for admission into the workhouse is increasing ; trom want ol 
room admission must be refused, except in urgent cases, and in many cases 
where several applications had been made. 



No. 2.— COPY LETTER from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, 
dated 28 November 1850. 



(No. 65,060/50.) _ • T 1 ] 

The Commissiooers for administering the laws for relief of the poor m Ireland 
have had before them minutes of proceedings of Board of Guardims of 
Ennistymon Union on the 22d instant, and have observed by the re tarn of inmates 
which is entered thereon, that there were 3,312 persons m the workhouses on die 
16th instant, while the number winch, accordmg to the same return, they are 
calculated to contain is but 2,875, thus showing an excess ra the nuntbei of 
inmates, over the amount of accommodation, of 43i persons; and on reference 
to the return for the week ended the 23d instant, this excess appears to have 
increased to 450. 

The Commissioners have also received a report from Mr. Briscoe, in which he 
states that the demand for admission into the workhouse is increasing, and that 
from want of room admission must be refused, except m urgent cases, and m 
many cases where several applications had been made. 

The Commissioners will not permit the workhouses of Ennistymon Union to 
continue in their present overcrowded state; and. under the circumstances de- 
scribed they think it is absolutely necessary that the Guardians should not 
only cease to admit additional numbers into the ivorkhonse, but take steps for 
£eX relieving out of the workhouse such of the present inmates an may be 
lfwXS4le ont of it, so as to bring the numbers w.tbm the existing limi- 
ta«on order, and so as to enable them to admit destitute persons who are not 
relievabk out of the workhouse under the 1st secnon. 

The Commissioners are aware of the inconvenient results which may follow 
1 j •• ( tViSo ■ but oendino' the provisioQ of additional workhouse 

dLitute poor, can be duly carried out in Ennistymon Union. 
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4 CORRESPONDENCE IN RELATION TO THE DISMISSAL 



No. 3.— EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians 
dated 29 November 1850. ’ 

(No. 66,289/50.) 

The following letters from tlie Poor Law Commissioners and others were read 
by the clerk and directions given to answer them re.spectively, to the followinff 
effect (or orders made on them respectively, as follows) : 



Present :~In the Chair, C. O'Brien, Esq. 

Other Guardians-Francis G. Moony, J olm Rynne, Michael Keane, James Neade 
John M'Namara, Michael Considine! 
Francis O Bnen.Michael^Rynn Francis M-N.CaIcntt, Timothy Marmian, John 
Al Namara, jun., John Donnellan, Thomas Stack and Captain M'Namara. 

(No. 65,060/50.) 

28 November I860.— About the overcrowded state of the workhouse and 
the several anxiliaries, and directing not to admit any more paupers, and to 
ENiefActs”^ ^ relieved under the 1st section of the Poor 

forSvh?”*"'’ postponed the consideration of the foregoing letter until this day 



No. 4. COPY LETTER from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians 
dated 3 December 1850. 

(No. 66,289/50.) 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the 
poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of minutes of proceedings of the Board 
Enmstymon Union, on the 29th ultimo, from which it appears 

ener re ^ *<= Consideration of the Commissioners' 

letter of the 28th ultimo m winch they drew the attention of the Board of 

Sr st'eTed “f '.'>c workhouse and the several anxiliaries 

and stated that they would not permit the workhouses to continue in theij 
present overcrowded state, and that they thought it absolutely necessaiv that the 
Guardians should not only cease to admit additional numbers into the workhouse 
but should also taka steps for efficiently relieving out of the workhouse, such of 
the present inmates as may be legally relievable out of it, so as to brino- the 
numbers withm the existing limitation order, and so as to enable them to “admit 

“f *c workhouse, under the 

Tie Commissioners regard with the utmost surprise and anxiety, the course 
he Guardians have deemed it fitting to take in postponing the cons deraS of 
this most important subject for one fortnight. e s ousmeiaiion ot 

Under the circumstances of the Union, as reported to the Commissioners this 

slt:rp“':.:: s/h? >e,ief m .he 

The Commissioners must therefore peremptorily call on the Guarrlisns tn t.n.. 
tmn.ed.ate steps to afford efficient relief to the depute poor ; mi Sre wLieof 
the Commissioners mil be constrained to resort to the exercise of the extraordinnrv 
powers confided to them by the Le»islature to be used in .1.^ '.“aordinary 
Board of Guardians abandoning the performance of their duty. ° 



No. 6, COPY LETTER from the Commissioners to Mr. Briscoe, dated 
3 December 1850. 

(No. 66,289/50.) 

theVoor'^irSid^ S administering the laws for relief of 

ti.e -Commissioners’ have this day^^dteo^Th^loT of £Zs“f 

Ennistymon 
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OF THE BOARD OF GUARDIANS, ENNISTYMON UNION. 5 

Ennistymon Union, in reference to a statement appearing on the Guardians’ 
minutes, to the effect that the consideration of the Commissioners’ letter of the 
28th ultimo, on the subject of the overcrowded state of the workhouses, has 
been postponed for a fortnight. 

The Commissioners feel great anxiety at this postponement, and they wish an. 
extraordinary meeting of tfie Guardians to be summoned, to consider the subject 
of the Commissioners’ letter, if that can be done previously to the next ordinary 
meeting. 

In the meantime, the Commissioners’ rely upon your admonishing the Relieving 
Officers of their responsibility, in reference to the exercise of their provisional 
powers in any case of sudden and urgent necessity. 



No. 6. — COPY LETTER from Mr. BHscoe to the Commissioners, dated 
4 December 1850. 

(No. 66,983/50.) 

With reference to No. 66,289/50, I have the honour to state, that calling an 
extraordinary meeting of the Guardians previous to the ordinary day (the 6th 
instant) would result in only a few attending, who I am confident would not direct 
out-door relief. 

The Relieving Officers are aware of their duties in urgent cases. 

Last Sunday, with some of the Board, I was inspecting premises, with the view 
of additional house accommodaliou, and shall continue to do so. 



No. 7. — EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, 
dated 6 December 1850. 

(No. 67,672/50.) 

The following letters from the Poor Law Commissioners and others were read 
^by the clerk, and directions given to answer them respectively, to the following 
• effect (or orders made on them respectively, as follows) : — 

Present : — In the Chair, F. M‘N. Calcutt, Esq. 

Ocher Guardians — John Donnellan, Michael Kenny, Burdet Moony, Michael 
Ryan, Timothy Marmian, John M'Namara, John Ryan, Francis O’Brien, 
Andrew Lysag’ht, James Neagle, Michael Considine, Thomas Stack and Peter 
O’Loughlin. 

H. II. Briscoe, Esq., Poor Law Inspector. 

(No. 66,289.) 

3 December 1850. — About the Guardians postponing for a fortnight the con- 
sideration of the Commissioners’ letter of the 28th ultimo, in reference to the 
overcrowded state of the workhouses, and calling upon the Guardians to take 
immediate steps to afford relief to the destitute poor, &c. &c. 

Resolved , — That with reference to the Commis.sioners’ letter of the 3d instant, 
No. 66,289, this Board can assure the Commissioners that they are most anxious 
to carry out the due administration of the Poor Law Acts. That tliis Board con- 
siders that out-door relief, however limited, even as a temporary expedient, would 
result in a pressure to an extent that would render it impossible for the Board to 
resist, and that without funds. This Board have foreseen the necessity of extended 
in-door accommodation, as may be seen by reference to previous resolutions of 
this Board. Even last Sunday, a committee of the Board was viewing premises 
as additional accommodation, and by a resolution of this day a committee was 
appointed to inspect premises, and report to an adjourned meeting of this Board, 
to be held to-morrow. 
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6 CORRESPONDENCE IN RELATION TO THE DISMISSAL 



No. 8. — EXTRACT from Minutes of the Board of Guardians, dated 
7 December 1850. 

(No. 67,673/50,) 

Present: — In the Chair, F. M‘N. Calcutt, Esq. 

Other Guardians — Andrew Lysaght, Francis O’Brien, Michael Considine. 

H. H. Briscoe, Esq., Poor Law Inspector. 

The Committee appointed upon the 6th instant report, that they recommend 
that the following houses at Lahinch be taken at the rents specified, as additional. 



workhouse accommodation, until lat May 1851 : — 

£. s. d. 

John Quin’s two houses, Strand-street, for - - - 5 - 

Mrs. Reidy’s house - ditto - - - - _3__ 

Mrs. Egan’s two houses - ditto - - - - -4__ 

Mr. Hanrahan’s house - ditto - - - - - 215- 

Mr. Liddy’s Ball-room, and two opposite houses, High-street 8-- 
Thomas Clare’s two houses. Slipper-street - - - 4 10 - 

Widow Considine’s house, High-street - - - - 3 10 - 

James M‘Mahon’s house - ditto 3__ 

Mr. Carmody’s house - ditto - - - . , 4 _ _ 



Resolved , — That we adopt the Report of the Committee. 



No, 9. COP’i REPORT from Mr. Briscoe to the Commissioners, dated 
8 December 1850. 

(No. 67,633/50.) 

With reference to the proceedings of the Board of Guardians at their meeting 
upon the 6th instant, at which No. 66,289/50 was read, I have the honour to 
report, that the Board are unanimous in the desire to carry out the provisions of 
me Poor Law Acts, so far as to relieve destitution by in-door accommodation. 
The opinion of the majority is, that they would not be able to resist the pressure 
consequent upon out-door relief; and if such be adopted, the affairs of the Union 
ought to be managed by paid officers. Yesterday a committee of the Board 
viewed several houses in Lahinch, close to our present auxiliaries; and at an 
adjourned meeting of the Board these houses were taken until the 1st of May 
next, at which period the additional buildings lately contracted for will be o-ot for 
occupation. ® 

Until a late period of last night, with some of the Board, I was purchasing 
bedding and clothing for the additional houses at Lahinch, and I trust that 
arrangements may be made to meet the present pressure. 

I can assure the Commissioners that every exertion has and will be made by 
me to induce the Board, under any circumstances, to continue in the e.xercise of 
their legitimate duties. I have not a Board of Guardians in my district that are 
more anxious to perform their duties, and have, under very trying circumstances 
evinced more moral courage. *' ’ 

I shall give my best attention to the affairs of this Union, and consider that for 
some time my head quarter ought to be at Ennistymon, in which place I shall fix 
them, 11 It meet with the Commissioners’ sanction. 

The estimate for bedding and clothing, as directed by No. 65,547/50 shall be 
forwarded. ■' 

I have upon several occasions reported, that this Union is the most destitute 
and impoverished tn Clare. Every other Union have had, and now have, vacan- 
cies in their workhonsp-this never had. The Union is for the greater extent 
grass lands, upon wnich there are not cattle ; and few farms have anv quantity of 
corn. - ^ •' 

The Ennistymon Union requires and deserves the best consideration of the 
Commissioners ; and for the assistance they have afforded to the Union, the Board 
01 Guardians have at all times expressed tlieir thanks. 

The Relieving Officers are provided with funds to meet urgent cases of destitu- 
tion, and 1 have reminded them of what their dudes are. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




OF THE BOARD OF GUARDIANS, ENNISTYMON UNION. 7 

Tvjo 10 —COPY LETTER from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, 
dated 12 December 1850. 

(No. (I7.672./50, 67,673/50.) 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland 
have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the 
Ennistymon Union, on the 6th and 7th instant, the former containing a resolutiou 
in reply to the Commissioners’ letter of the 3d instant, expressing the anxious 
desire of the Board to carry out the due administration of the Poor Law Acts, but 
deprecating any resort to out-door relief, and the latter containing a resolution 
adopting a report of a committee of the Board of Guardians, to hire a number of 
houses for the purpose of alfording additional workhouse accommodation. 

The Commissioners concur with the Guardians in the expediency of providing 
additional accommodation, but they were under an impression that suitable 
buildincrs for this purpose were not to be obtained within the limits of the Union. 

The Commissioners fear that, notwithstanding the exertions which they are glad 
to perceive the Guardians are making to provide accoiumodalion, suitable build- 
iu^s to the required extent cannot be found ; and in this case, they must again 
ur'^e on the attention of the Guardians the absolute necessity which they are 
informed exists for relief to distressed applicants, beyond that which can be 
afforded in the workhouses of the Union. 



No. 11 —COPY of LETTER from the Commissioners to Mr. Briscoe, 
dated 12 December 1850. 

(No. 67,633/50.) , . . . ^ ^ T . 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for rehet 
of the poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 8th 
instant, relative to Ennistymon Union, and I am to express the Commissioners 
concurrence in your suggestion that you should make Ennistymon your head 

quarters for some time. . pi.* i • i, *1 

I am at the same time to enclose for your information a copy of a letter which the 
Commissioners have addressed to the Board of Guardians on the subject of your 
report and I am to request that you will be good enough to urge on the Guar- 
dians the necessity of affording relief beyond that which they appear to be enabled 
to afford at present in the workhouses of the Union ; and I am a.lso to request 
that you will report to the Commissioners immediately what additional room the 
houses lately taken will provide for the reception of inmates. 



No. 12.— EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, 
dated 13 December 1850. 

(No. 69,067/50.) 

The following letters from the Poor Law Commissioners and others were read 
by the clerk, and directions given to answer them respectively to the lollowing 
effect (or orders made on them respectively, as follows) ; 

Present In the Chair, C. O’Brien, Esq. 

Other Guardians— T. hlarmian, John Donnellan, John M’Namata, senior, 
Bordett Moony, John O’Dwyer, John M‘Naa)ara, Peter 0 Loughhn, Andrew 
Lvsaght, Michael Kenny, John Doherty, Captain M Namara, Major M Ka- 
marafprancis 0’Brien,'Thomas Stack, Michael Cons, d.ne, James beagle 
Peter Scales, Michael Ryan, Michael Doherty, Henry Comerford and 
P. M‘N. Calcutt. 

H. H. Briscoe, Esq., Poor Law Inspector. 

(No. 67,672. 67,073.) 

12 December 1850.— Reply to the Guardians' resolutions of the 6th and i ttt 
instant, in reference to the due administration of relief m this ^ 

mating that the Commissioners were of opinion that suitable buildings could no 
be had within the limits of the Union. Resolved 
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8 CORRESPONDENCE IN RELATION TO THE DISMISSAL 



Resolved , — That the Board do adjourn until to-morrow for thoi purpose of making- 
the necessary arrangements for the occupying of the houses taken at Laliinch, 
and that the same committee do report as to the additional workhouse accom- 
modation to be procured at Miltown ; viz., Merville House, Arran View, and 
other premises in the neighbourhood. 



No. 13. — COPY REPORT from Mr. Briscoe to the Commissioners, dated 
15 December 1850. 

(No. 69,333/50.) 

With reference to the latter part of No. 67,633/50, requesting a report of 
what additional room the houses lately taken will provick- for tlic reception of 
inmates, I have the honour to state that, from the indemencv of the weather, 
the Guardians were unable to inspect the houses yesterday ; this day I was 
making arrangements for three houses, and expect, in a few days, to be enabled 
to report the extent of accommodation that can be obtained. 

No exertion has or shall be wanting upon my part to emible the Guardians to- 
be in a po.sition to meet tlie wants of desritution in the Union. 



No. 14. — COPY LETTER from the Commissioners to Mr. Briscoe, dated 
18 December 1850. 

(No. 69,333/50.) 

I All directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of 
the poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, 
in reply to the inquiry cotitained in the Commissioners’ letter of the 12th instant, 
as to what additional room the houses lately taken by the Board of Guardian.s of 
Ennistymon Union would provide for inmates. 

The houses referred to appear to have been hired by the Board of Guardians 
on the 7th instant, and the Commissioners have therefore received your statement 
that on the 14th instant (after an interval of seven days), the Guardians were 
unable to inspect the premises, owing to the inclemency of the weather; and the- 
Commissioners, with much regret, cannot forbear remarking that it does not 
appear that exertions at all commensurate with the urgency cf the case are 
being made to provide due relief for the destitute poor in Ennistymon Union;, 
and the Commissioners desire ayain to draw your attention to that part of their 
letter of the 12th instant, in which they requested that you would urge on the 
Guardians the necessity of affording relief beyond that which they appear to be 
enabled to afford at present in the workhouses of the Union, and to the fact that 
the Commissioners do not find it slated in any of the reports since received from 
you, that you have taken any step in pursuance of that direction. 

As to the statement in your monthly report, that the medical officers have ex- 
pressed an opinion that the workhouse can accommodate more than the number 
fixed m the limitations order, the Commissioners cannot, on an indefinite statement 
of this nature, make any alteration in the existing orders. 



No. lo. — COPY LETTER from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, 
dated 18 December 1850. 

(No. 69,067/50.) 

L administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland 

have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
Ennistymon Union on the 13th instant, containing a resolution in reference to 
the Commissioners’ letter of the I2th instant, and to previous correspondence 
on the subject of the due administration of relief to the destitute poor in Ennis- 
tymon union, by which the Guardians agreed to adjourn to the following day 
for the purpose of making the necessary arrangements for occupying the houses 

taken 
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taken at Lahinch. The Commissioners find, however, that no meeting took place, 
and although more than a week has elapsed since the houses in question were 
agreed to be hired, no steps have yet been taken for occupying them, not- 
withstanding the fact, that the workhouse is overcrowded, and, as appears from 
reports which the Commissioners have received, that many applicants for admission 
are rejected, solely on the ground that there is no room in the workhouse. 

Under these circumstances the Commissioners desire again to press_ strongly 
upon the attention of the Board of Guardians the necessity of affording relief 
to destitute poor persons, beyond that which can be afforded in the workhouses 
of the Union, at least until additional workhouse accommodation is available. 



No. 16. — copy LETTER from the Commissioners to Mr. Lynch, District 
Inspector, dated 18 December 1850. 

(No. 69 ,o 67 /. 50 .) 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of 
the poor in Ireland, to transmit to you the enclosed correspondence which has 
taken place on the subject of the administration of relief to the destitute poor in 
Ennistymon Union. 

It appears, by the Guardians’ minutes of Friday last, that on reading the Com- 
missioners’ letter of the 12 lh instant, again urging upon them the absolute 
necessity for affording relief to distressed applicants, beyond that which can be 
afforded in the workhouses of the Union, the Guardians resolved to adjourn to 
the following day, for making the necessary arrangements for occupying the 
houses taken at Lahinch, but from information which the Commissioners have since 
received, it appears that no meeting took place on that day. 

The houses having been hired on the 7tb instant, the Commissioners cannot 
but think that the arrangements ought to have been completed by this time for 
occupying them j and it was with much regret that they learnt that the Guardians 
had not, on the 13th instant, made the requisite arrangements, and that it was 
only on reading the Commissioners’ letter that they proposed to do so on the 
following Jav. 

That proposition not having been carried out, and looking to the great amount 
of destitution which, according to the statements made to you by some members 
of the Board of Guardians in Limerick, appears to exist in the Union, the Com- 
missioners deem it necessary to request that you will attend the next meeting of 
the Ennistymon Board, and press upon them the absolute necessity of providing 
more extensive relief than at present, and until sufficient workhouse accommo- 
dation can be obtained and made available of giving out-door relief, so far as 
mav be necessary, under the 1st section of tlie Poor Relief Extension Act. 

the Commissioners will be glad to receive from you, after your visit to the 
Union, a special report of the state of the Union, the amount of destitution, and 
the steps taken by the Board of Guardians to provide for that destitution. 



No. 17.— EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, 
dated 20 December 1850. 

(No. 70 . 361 / 50 O 

The following letters from the Poor Law Commissioners and others were read 
by the clerk, and directions given to answer them respectively, to the following 
effect (or orders made on them respectively, as follows) : — 

Present: — In the Chair, C. O’Brien, Esq. 

Other Guardians— Michael Kenny, Tim. Murrium, Francis O’Brien, John 
M'Namara, John Donnellan, Andrew Lysaght, John O’Dwyer, Michael 
Ryan, Thos. Stack, Peter O’Loughlin, F. M‘N. Calcutt and J. B. M'Namara. 

R. M. Lynch, Esq. and H. H. Briscoe, Esq., Poor Law Inspectors. 

(No. 69 , 067 .) 

18 December 1850. — About the Guardians adjourning to 14th instant, with 
the view of making arrangements for the occupation of the houses in Lahinch, 
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and that no meeting took place, and urging the Guardians to give out-door 
relief, 

Resolved , — ^That in consequence of the present overcrowded state of the several 
workhouses of the Union, that we afford relief to destitute poor persons out of 
the workhouse, relievable under the 1st section of the Act, to a limited extent, 
and that the following Guardians do form a committee, with a view of taking 
additional workhouse accommodation, viz.; John O’Dwyer, Thomas Stack, Francis 
O’Brien, Peter O’Loughlin and John M'Namara ; and that the same committee 
do take possession of Mervill House, at 40/. per annum, to be surrendered at any 
time on payment of the current year’s rent, and to get portion of the field in 
front and rere of the house, and that they also inspect Arran "View House, in the 
same neighbourhood. 



No. 18. — COPY REPORT from Mr. Briscoe to the Commissioners, dated 
21 December 1850. 

(No. 70 , 325 / 50 .) 

With reference to No. 69,333/50, I have the honour to report that the Board 
of Guardians, at their meeting upon the 20ih instant, resolved that out-door 
relief be given under section 1 , and continued exertions be made to procure 
additional house accommodation. 

I have not failed in urging the Board to the necessity of affording relief beyond 
that which they appear enaliled to afford at present ; and my exertions have been 
unceasing in every way that I considered such could be accomplished. 

The general feeling of the Board was, that the pressure consequent upon out- 
door relief they could not resist, and that the administration of such relief ought 
to be entrusted to a different Board. Being aware that the Commissioners con- 
sidered the Board as now constituted was the legitimate body to carry on the 
affairs of the Union, I lost no opportunity in endeavouring to impress upon the 
several members the duties they were imperatively called upon to fulfil. 

The relieving officers have been provided with funds, and meal has been 
ordered to the necessary dep 6 is. 

The applications for relief have not been numerous for the last Board days. 

With reference to the numbers in the workhouses, I forward a copy of the 
medical officers’ report (Minutes, 20 September 1850). 

From the want of funds there is much difficulty in obtaining supplies of milk. 
I have requested the attention of the medical officers to this subject, with the 
view of naming a substitute, during the winter months, that there would be a 
certainty of commanding. 



No. 19. — Enclosure in foregoing. 

(No. 70 , 325 / 50 .) 

Medical Report in reference to Workhouse Accommodation. 

In compliance with the directions of this Board, I have, aided by my colleague. 
Doctor Shannon, carefully inspected the several auxiliary houses of this Union, 
with the view of ascertaining how many persons, under the present urgent cir- 
cumstances, eight might safely contain at Ballykeale. I would advise that all 
the sick be sent to the parent house; the wards now in use as an infirmary would 
then be available : the store should be made a day-room ; the kitchen, which the 
master has, a store ; the wards now used as a day-room be made dormitories ; 
20 louvres will ventilate well this house, which, in my opinion, can contain 
600 women. 

At Labinch, I find that the matron and schoolmistress occupied to themselves 
apartments, the corresponding one to which I found, at 11 o’clock last night, to 
contain, and safely, 61 persons ; another room should be assigned them ; altoge- 
ther the Lahinch house can, I think, contain 617 children. 

At Sandfield, the class of paupers are principally infants and young children : 
there are at present 65 nurses there ; altogether 161 ; if children only be put 
there in future (leaving the adult females as they are), I think it might contain 
160 cubic feet of air for each 167. 

At 
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At Miltown the class are boys ; and here there is ample day-room : the house 
is thorouffhly ventilated, the air pure and bracing; under such circumstances, 
I think 160 cubic feet of air for each sufficient ; you would then accommodate 
at the Bates, 650 ; at the Farm-yard, 200. (The medical officer at Miltown 

agreed in our opin' ) (signed) Charles Finnucane, iA.n. 

James Shannon, m.d. 



It was resolved that the medical officers’ report be adopted. 



Main Workhouse - 
Lahinch House - 
Ditto - ditto - 
Miltown - ditto - 
Farm-yard ditto - 
Sandfield - ditto - 
Ballykeale ditto ■» _ - 

Permanent Fever Hospital 
Moymore - ditto - 



300 

230 

600 

150, estimated 
146 
600 
50 

100, estimated. 



Sealed Order, 
ditto - -\ 

ditto - -J 

ditto - 

Sealed Order - 
ditto - 
ditto. 



Aitditiiraal 
Ifumbsrbjrtbe 
&bove Report- 



Additional number, by report - 40!> 

3,284 



No. 20.— COPY REPORT from Mr. Lynch to the Commissioners, dated 
22 December 1850- 

I ifvE thfhmour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, 
transmitting the correspondence which has taken place on the subject rf the 
administration of relict to the destitute poor in Ennistymon Union , and m 
accordance with the instructions of the Commissioners, I proceeded at once to 
Ennistymon and Lahinch on Thursday last, and lost no time m making myself 
acquainted with the exact state in which the Guardians stood in reference to the 
houses at Lahinch, which were taken on the 7th instant, for the purpose of 

‘Tntf 7 ?h rSerthTul^^^^^^ resolved upon taking 12 or 13 houses in 

the vil age of Lahinch of these, however, they had obtamed possession of ta 

two, up to the time of my visit, vis., Mr. L.ddy’s ball-room, 
oppUite ; but no steps whatever have as yet been talcen to prepare 
for occupation ; they have not been even cleaned ont or whitewashed. 
of all the other houses now object to give possession, except at rents ta g 
than they at 6 rst consented to take. Mr. Liddy’s houses if 
accommodate over 100 children, who should be taken during g 

house, in which there are already nearly 500 children ; and I ^ 

recommend the Guardians not to take any further sleeping accommodatio 
Lahinch, without at the same time providing ^ditional ^ 

There were over 600 inmates at Lahmch, though the “J these three 

houses is limited hysealed order to 530 ; 10° ^ 

are termed healthy, look by no means so well as when I XJ that it is 

They are most insufficiently clad, and so small “ ^ The 

with difficulty that each child can have her shift Xn*T“Xferior 

suDt.lv of fuel is very irregular, and the turf supplied s often ot an interior 
qnSty. The healthy Lildren have not tasted milk for the last six s-nd 

substitute has been provided for breakfast. At dinner, class 4, from 9 to 15. 

receive a pint each of an inferior description bf*™P’''l‘XrJmil“in”Iea?o^ 
kind ot vegetable : class 6 , children from 5 to 9, were ordered in.lk instead ot 
soup for dtoner. They get neither ; and for the last five or six weeks, these little 
children (over 100 ) have been permitted to dine on dry bread 

I found the infrmary at the Mam house “X Lre inmates ta 

one ward, as many as six children in the same bed; there The female 

wards not capable of accommodating more than half the number. T te 

203 . = 2 
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infirm ward is also much overcrowded. The Main house has at present 200 inmates 
more than the number permitted by the Commissioners’ sealed order. There are 
300 children without a teacher; but at my sug'gestion, the Guardians directed 
their clerk to advertise at once for another assistant schoolmistress ; but 1 could 
not induce them to offer more than 6 1 . per annum ; at which 1 fear it will be very 
difficult to secure the services of a competent person. 

At Ballykeale there are over 500 women, who are most wretchedly clad : there 
is not a spare change of linen in the establishment, not even for the sick ; and the 
practice is to take off their shifts and wash them, often putting them on imper- 
fectly dried ; and thus adding to the number in hospital. The day-room in this 
house is very insufficient, and it is absolutely necessary that the two wards at 
present used as an infirmary should be given up for this purpose, and the sick 
removed to the Main house. The two day-rooms now occupied are together but 
57 by 22 feet, and 10 feet high, and in these I found 400 women, without fire- 
place or any description of furniture, not even a seat, and no employment what- 
soever provided for them. The meals are, I fear, irregularly served. It was 
after 12 o’clock when I called there yesterday, and many of the women had not 
received their breakfast, and the stirabout was little better than gruel. The master 
is evidently addicted to drink, and at the time of my visit yesterday he had not 
perfectly recovered from the effects of the excess of the previous night. His 
excuse for being so late with breakfast was, that there was not a sufficient 
supply of tins. I afterwards discovered 200 tins in the store which had never 
been put into use, though he admitted they had been there for two days pre- 
viously. 

The general health of the inmates is not satisfactory. I found 539 persons on 
Je medical officer’s books, not including children suffering from skin diseases. 
The deaths for the previous week were 28, and for 10 weeks to 14th December, 
they amounted to 242. I attribute this to overcrowding, bad clothing and irre- 
plar dietary, as well as the serious delay which has, in many cases, taken place 
between the date of the first application for relief and admission to the work- 
house. 

I attended the meeting of the Board of Guardians on Friday, and did not fail 
to point out to them the many serious defects which came under my notice at 
Lahinch and at the Main house. It was after the meeting of the Board I 
visited Ballykeale. 

I was present when the Commissioners’ letter of the 18th December, calling 
the Guardians’ attention to the necessity of affording relief to destitute poor 
persons, beyond that which can be afforded in the workhouses of the Union, was 
read ; and, having previously taken the evidence on oath of the Relieving Officers 
in charge of the three most distressed districts of the Union, 1 was fully pre- 
pared to combat the many statements brought forward to prove that no real 
destitution was permitted to remain unrelieved ; and, at the suggestion of the 
chairman, the question of commencing out-door relief was postponed till I had 
an opportunity ot seeing the class of applicants who were in attendance ; and 
though the number who sought relief was not great, the appearance of many, 
added to the fact that the houses already contained several hundreds beyond what 
they can safely accommodate, ^ so completely corroborated my previous state- 
ments, that I had not much difficulty in convincing the Board that the time had 
arrived when it became their duly, as Guardians of the poor, to extend out-door 
relief to the parties who can be legally relieved out of the house, till sufficient 
additional workhouse accommodation can be made available ; and a resolution to 
this effect was most reluctantly placed on their minutes ; and those persons who 
applied, and who came under the 1st section of the Extension Act, were at once 
placed on out-door relief. The Relieving Officers were called in, and received 
directions as to the course they are to adopt, &c. I was. however, very sorry 
to find that the Guardians have made up their minds not to allow children from 
9 to 15 more than half a pound of meal each per day, which, in my opinion is 
not sufficient to sustain life. 

On my recommendation, the Guardians have determined not to discharge any 
of the present inmates on out-door relief. Such a course has invariably led to an 
increase in the number of applicants for admission to the workhouse, with the 
view of thus qualifying themselves for out-door relief. After a little, many of 
the class who are now in the house, and who are proper objects for out-door 
relief, will apply for their discharge, for the purpose of coming before the 

Board 
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Board as uew applicants ; and in this way, I have no doubt that, in the course 
of a very short time, a large number will be gradually transferred to the out- 
door lists, and thus leave sufficient room in the workhouse at the disposal of the 
Guardians for all the able-bodied class who may be considered proper objects for 

admission. , . t i j- 

I return the papers forwarded to me on the 18th instant ; I also transmit, lor 
the information of the Commissioners, the minutes of evidence of the three 
Relieving Officers, who I examined on oath, as to the present condition of the 
poor In their respective districts in Ennistymon Union. 



No. 21.— Evidence of three Relieving Officers as to the slate of the Union, 
enclosed in foregoing. 

(No. 70,345 /.^i-) 

Benrv Daly sworn.— I am the Relieving Officer of the Electoral Divisions of 
Ennistymon, Magharareigb and Cloony. Since the 29th September last, m 
Ennistymon division, I had but 107 cases of application for relief, including 147 
persons ; of those, 104 were ordered admission into the house, and 43 were 
refused of the 104 ; 102 have obtained admission ; in some instances there was 
some delay, not often exceeding a week or 10 days. For the other two divisions 
I had 44 applicants, of whom 31 were ordered admission, and 27 vvere received 
into the house; in these numbers I do not count re-appUcations. I have taken 
the above numbers from my application and report book. I take all applications 
made to me, and report them to the Board of Guardians on my application and 
report book. I am aware that during the month of September several persons, 
chiefly single men and women, were discharged by the Guardians from the 
workhouse, and many of these persons have since applied to me in great distress, 
and some have been since admitted to the house, and some have been refused. 

I am aware that some of the young women who were thus turned out belonging 
to my district have since become prostitutes. I am led to this conclusion from 
seeing them frequently in company with the most abandoned characters. 

H. Dalj^. 

Sworn before me, at Ennistymon, this 
19th day of September 1 850, 

Rich^ M. Lynch. 

Thady Cotter sworn.— I am the Relieving Officer of Ballyea, Fermoyle and 
Clownahaha, and during the last three months I have had many applications for 
relief. I took down every case when required to do so by the applicant; but m 
many cases which were not very urgent, I told the parties that I did not think 
they would be admitted ; and many of the poor people found that they got tickets 
of admi^ion, and were not admitted for want of room ; they gave over ap^vmg 
tome, and some are now begging about tlie country m great distress. Jhere 
were many persons who receiyed tickets who have not been as yet admitted to 
the workhouse from want of room. I am quite certain that if there was room in 
the house, I would have probably ten applicants for one I have now of really 
distressed persons. I have not given any provisional ont-door relief since the 
29th September, except in the way of providing conveyance in extreme eases to 
the fever hospital and workhouse. 1 have no instance of any person being 
refused at the fever hospital. My expenditure in the conveyance of paupers 
since the 23d of last February has not exceeded 20s ; the Board of Guardians 
are very unwilling that any money should be expended in the conveyance of 

Thady Cotter. 

Sworn before me, at Ennistymon, this 
20th day of December 1850, 

Rxchi M. Lyficlu 

James Clancy emm.— I am the Relieving Officer of the MilUown Malbay 
district, comprising four divisions, and within the last three months 
had very numerous applications for relief, during some weeks as 

203. ® 3 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




14 CORHESPONDENCE IN RELATION TO THE DISMISSAL 

50 cases ; those I brought before the Board of Guardians, and the roost urgent 
cases were admitted to the workhouse. Very many really destitute persons were 
refused from want of room, and many of those who received tickets of admission 
were refused at the gate from want of room, and had to come several times before 
they were admitted. I knew one case of an old woman, named Mary Moony, 
aged 71, who applied with a ticket seveu times, and has not been as yet admitted ,• 
she lives about seven Irish miles from the workhouse. I am certain that if 
there was sufficient room in the workhouse, I would have considerably more 
applications. I have often told the people that they had better not come to the 
Board of Guardians, ns there was no chance of their being relieved. In my 
opinion, if there was room in the house, I would have for the next two months 
from 40 to 50 cases in each week of really destitute persons. There were two 
deaths lately in my district from want; there was an inquest on one, viz., Hogan, 
and the other, named M'Mahon, was dead when I reached his house; I had 
previously offered him a ticket to the workhouse, which he refused ; in my 
opinion he would have been admitted, as it was a bad case, and 1 offered to pro- 
vide a mode of conveyance for him. I did not spend one shilling in provisional 
relief since 29tb September. I have no funds at my disposal belonging to the 
Union. In extreme cases I send to the Milltowii auxiliary house, and get the 
car and horse belonging to the Union to convey paupers to the fever hospital and 
Main house. ^ 

James Clancy. 

Sworn before me, at Ennistymon, this 
20th day of December 1850, 

Ric¥ M. Lynch. 



No. 22.— COPY LETTER from tbe Commissionera to the Board of Guardians, 
dated 20 December 1850. 

(No. 70 , 345 / 50 .) 

The Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the poor in Ireland 
have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
Ennistymon Union on the 20th instant, containing a resolution, that in con- 
sequence of the overcrowded stale of the several workhouses of the Union, 
relief be afforded out of the workhouse to a limited extent to destitute poor 
persons relievable under the 1st section of the Irish Relief Extension Act ; and that 
a committee be formed with a view of taking additional workhouse accom- 
modation. 

The Commissioners are glad to 6nd that the Guardians have at length resolved 
to adopt this course ; but it is now their duty to take serious notice of the 
extremely unsatisfactory state in which the several workhouses are, and the 
insufficiency of the relief which appears to have been administered during the 
period in which the Commissioners have been remonstrating with the Board of 
Guardians on the subject, and pointing out to them the necessity of affording 
relief beyond that which they were enabled to give in the several workhouses of 
the Union. 

From a report which the Commissioners have received from their Inspector, 
Mr. Lynch, it appears that, on the 19th instant, there were 600 inmates in the 
auxiliary houses at Lahinch, although the number is limited by sealed order to 
530 ; of these 100 are in hospital ; and those who are termed healthy, Mr. Lynch 
states, look by no means so well as when he last saw them in October. Mr. 
Lynch adds, that they are most insufficiently clad ; that the supply of clothing 
is so small that it is with difficulty that each child can have her shift changed 
once in six weeks ; that the supply of fuel is very irregular, and the turf 
supplied often of an inferior quality. The healthy children had not tasted milk for 
the previous six weeks, and no substitute had been provided for breakfast. At 
dinner, Mr. Lynch states, the children from 9 to 15 receive each a pint of an 
inferior description of soup, without onions or any other kind of vegetable ; the 
children from 5 to 9 were ordered milk instead of soup for dinner ; but, 
notwithstanding this order, they do not get either milk or soup, and for the last 
five or six weeks these young children, upwards of 100 in number, have been 
permitted to dine on dry bread. 

Mr. Lynch, further reports, that the infirmary of the Main house is most 

inconveniently 
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inconveniently overcrowded ; that in one ward there were as many as six children 
in the same bed, and that there are 200 sick inmates in wards not capable of 
accommodating half that number. The female infirm ward, he states, is also 
much overcrowded, and the number at present in the Main house exceeds by 
200 the number permitted by the Commissioners’ sealed order. There are 300 
children without a teacher, and although the Guardians, at the suggestion of 
Mr. Lynch, agreed to advertise for an assistant schoolmistress, the salary offered 
( 6 /. per annum) is not by any means sufficient to secure the services of a 
competent person for the office. 

At Ballykeale, it appears that there are upwards of 500 women, who are most 
wretchedly clad ; there is not a spare change of linen in the establishment, not 
even for the sick; and the practice is to take ofl their shifts and wash them, often 
putting them on imperfectly dried; and thus adding to the number in hospital. 
The day-room is very insufficient ; the two day-rooms now occupied measuring 
together 57 feet by 22, and 10 feet in height. In these rooms Mr. Lynch found 
400 women without a fireplace or any description of furniture, or even a seat ; 
and no employment whatever provided for them. The meals appear to be 
irregularly served. It was after 12 o’clock when Mr. Lynch called at Ballykeale 
on the 21 st instant, and many of the women had not then received their breakfast, 
and the stirabout was little better than gruel. Mr. Lynch states that the m^ter 
of this house is evidently addicted to drink, and that at the time of his visit he 
had not perfectly recovered from the effects of the excess of the previous night. 
His excuse for being so late with breakfast was, that there was not a sufficient 
supply of tins ; but Mr. Lynch afterwards discovered 200 tins in the store which 
had never been put into use, and which the master admitted had been there for 
two days previously. 

The o-eneral health of the inmates appears far from satisfactory ; there were at 
the time of Mr. Lynch’s visit, 539 persons on the medical officers’ books, not 
including children suffering from skin diseases ; the deaths in the previous week 
were 28, and for 10 weeks to the I4th instant, they amounted to 242. Mr. Lynch 
attributes this large mortality to overcrowding, bad clothing and irregular dietary, 
as well as the serious delay which has, in many c^es, taken place between the 
date of the first application for relief and the admission to the workhouse. 

Independently, however, of the unsatisfactory state of the several workhouses, 
and the imperfect relief administered in them, the Commissioners think that the 
Guardians have incurred a most serious responsibility in prolonging to this 
period iheir attempt to administer relief exclusively in the present workhouses of 

the Union. 1 c 

It must have been manifest to the Board of Guardians, from the occurrence of 
such cases as those which the Commissioners brought under the notice of the 
Board at their last meeting (in one of which, that of Mary Mooney, a %voman 
70 years of age, a ticket for the workhouse was given so far back as the 20 th of 
September last, and yet admission to the workhou.se had not been obtained by 
her on the 20th of December), that the workhouse accommodation of the Union 
was not sufficient to enable the Guardians to afford adequate rehef to all the 
destitute poor of the Union ; and in confirmation of this view, the Commissioners 
enclose copies of depositions of three of the Relieving Officers, taken on oath by 
Mr Lynch in which they detail facts which clearly show the absolute necessity 
of affording more extensive and effectual relief than has at the present time been 
given in Ennistymon Union. , , . t.- i i. 

The Commissioners cannot but regret, therefore, that the steps which have 
been taken to provide additional workKouse accommodation were not followed up 
with greater promptitude and energy than they have been, it appearing by 
Mr. Lynch's report, that of the number of houses at Lamnch which were agreed 
to be taken on fhe 7th instant, the Guardians had at the date of his visit obtained 
possession of only two, and had not taken effectual steps to prepare these two for 
occupation, the houses not having been either cleaned out or whitewashed. 

Upon a review of all the circumstances of the case, the Commissioners feel 
bound to state that they cannot longer place reliance on the Guardians exerting 
themselves sons to relieve effectually the destitute poor of the Ennistymon Union; 
and they have, therefore, although with much reluctance, arrived at the conclusion 
that it is their duty to supersede the Guardians in the execution of their dimes 
by the appointment of paid officers : an order to which efiect will be issued m 
due course. 
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No. 23. — COPY LETTER from the Commissioners to Mr. Briscoe, dated 
26 December 1850. 

(No, 70,325/50.) . . , 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of the 
poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 21st instant, 
relative to the proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Ennistymon Union, at 
their meeting on the previous day, and I am to draw your attention to a letter 
which has been this day addressed to the Board of Guardians on the subject of 
the unsatisfactory and inefficient administration of relief by them. The report of 
Mr. Lynch, which is referred to in that letter, contains amost distressing [lictuve 
of the state of the Union, for which the Commissioners were not prepared by your 
recent report. 

In reference to the existing amount of workhouse accommodation, and to the 
copy of the medical officers’ report of the 20th September last, wliich is annexed 
to your communication, and wliich it is presumed you forwarded in support of 
your previous statement, that the medical officers are of opinion that the houses 
can contain more than the number limited by the sealed order, 1 am to draw 
your attention to the Commissioners' letter to the Board of Guardians, dated the 
26tli September last, in reference to that report, in which the Commissioners 
stated that they did not see anything in the report to justify them in sanctioning 
a departure from the sealed order, and at the same time drew attention to the 
fact that ophthalmia being prevalent, it was peculiarly important to avoid over- 
crowding the buildings in which the children were placed ; and I am to state that 
the Commissioners are still without data which will enable them to judge whether 
the limitation order ought to be extended ; the facts stated in Mr. Lynch’s report, 
however, lead the Commissioners to think that such extension could not properly 
be made. 

In regard to your observations as to the difficulty of obtaining milk, I am to 
state that the Commissioners understand from Mr. Lynch that at Lahinch the 
healthy children have not tasted milk for the last six weeks, and that no substitute 
has been provided for breakfast ; that an order was given that the children from 
5 to 9 should receive milk instead of soup for dinner, but that in fact they 
received neither ; and that for the last five or six weeks these young children, 
upwards of 100 in number, have been permitted to dine on dry bread. The Com- 
missioners think that so serious a defect as this should have been remedied 
sooner. 

In reference to your observation as to the small number of applications for 
relief lately made to the Guardians, I am to observe that the Commissioners 
cannot, with the information they have before them, regard this as arising from 
any other cause than the difficulty experienced by the destitute poor in obtaining 
efficient relief when they make application for it. 



No. 24, — COPY LETTER from the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners, 
dated 27 December 1850. 

(No._ 70,898/50.) 

I AM directed by the Board of Guardians to forward you copy of a resolution 
passed at their meeting on this day in reference to the Commissioners’ letter of 
the 26th instant, No. 79,345. 

“ Resolved , — That this Board have had before them the letter of the Commis- 
sioners, intimating their intention of dissolving the present Board, and in reference 
thereto beg to state, that the Board have, in compliance with the wish of the Com- 
missioners, ordered out-door relief to the extent required by the existing destitution 
of this Union, and that they are determined to do everything in their power to 
alleviate the present distress, and obtain necessary clothing and diet for the 
inmates. 

“That our difficulties have arisen very much from the necessity imposed upon 
us of supporting paupers from the Ballyvaughan and Corrofin Unions. 

“ That this resolution be forwarded by Ihis day’s post, and (hat an extraordinary 
meeting of the Guardians be held on Monday next, to receive the ansvver of the 
Commissioners.” * 



No. 25. 
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25. COPY LETTER from the Commissioners, in reply, dated 

28 December 1850. 

(No. 70,898/50.) . 

I directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws tor relief ot 
the poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2/th instant, 
forwardino- a copy of a resolution passed by the Board of Guardians of Ennisty- 
nion Union, at their meeting on that day, in reply to the Commissioners letter of 
the 26th instant, intimating their intention of dissolving the present Board; m 
which the Guardians state that they ;have_ ordered out-door relief to the_ extent 
reauired bv the existing destitution of the Union, and express their determination 
to do everything in their power to alleviate the present distress, and obtain neces- 
sary clothing and diet for the inmates. • c 

In venlv 1 am directed by the Commissioners to state, that on a review of the 
circumstances which led them, with much reluctance, to determme on the disso- 
lution of the Board of Guardians, and the appointment of paid officers to execute 
the duties of the Guardians, they have this day signed an order, under the seal of 
the Commission, in pursuance of the intention communicated m their letter of the 
26th instant, a copy of which order is herewith enclosed. _ _ 

The Commissioners have given due weight to the determination expressed by 
the Guardians to do every thing iu their power to 

the Union, and to provide necessary clothing and diet for the inmates of the 
workhouse ; but they are not prepared to be responsible for the possibility of a 
recurrence of that omission of duty in these respects, which has been the occa- 
sion of the Commissioners resorting to the exercise of their powers undei the 
18tb section of the Irish Poor Relief Extension Act. 



No. 26.— COPY OnltKE of Dissolution enclosed in foregoing. 

(No. 70,345/.50.) 

To the Guardians of the Poor of the Ennistymon Union ; to the Clerk of the said 
Union ; and to all other persons whom it may concern. 

Whereas tlirouoh the default of the Guardians of the Poor of the Eiinis- 
tymon Union, the duties of the Board of Guardians of the said 
blen duly and effectually discharged according to the intention of the Acts m 
force for the Relief of the Destitute Poor in Ireland ^ , 

Now therefore, we, the Commissioners for administering tne Laws fleliet 

of *e Poo?Tn Ireland: do hereby, in exercise of the powers by the said Arts 
vLtcd in ns in thU behalf, declare the said Board of Guardians to be dissolved, 
and the said Board is hereby dissolved accordingly. 

Sealed with our seal, this 2Sth day of December, in the year of our 
Lord 1850. 

(signed) A. Porver. 

TV. M. Somerville, 
T. N. Rcdington. 



No 27 —EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, 
dated 27 December 1850. 

(No. 71,637/50.) „ . w 

Present:— In the Chair, P. M'Calcutt, Esq. 

M'Namara, James Neagle and Michael Considme. 

H. H. Briscoe, Esq., Poor Law Inspector. 

'r c 11 w,.5.vfv Uttprs from the Poor Law Commissioners and others were read 
by tlm .0 answer them respectively, to the foiiowing 

effect (or orders made on, them respective V. as 0 ows) . (No. 70,34'i/50.) 
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(No. 70,345/50.) 

26 December 1850. — With extracts from Mr. Lynch’s report on the general 
state of the Union, the overcrowded state of the several workhouses, the desti- 
tution unrelieved within the Union, depositions as taken by him on oath from 
three of the Relieving Officers, and intimating that the Commissioners have 
directed an order to be prepared, under seal, for the dissolution of the Board of 
Guardians, and to appoint paid officers. 

Resolved , — That the Board of Guardians of this Union have had before them 
the letter of the Commissioners, intimating their intention of dissolving the pre- 
sent Board, and in reference thereto beg to state, that the Board, in compliance 
with the wishes of the Commissioners, have ordered out-door relief, and are deter- 
mined to do every thing in their power to alleviate the present distress, and 
obtain necessary clothing and diet for the inmates. 

That our difficulties have arisen much from the necessity imposed upon us of 
supporting paupers from the Ballyvaughan and Corrofin Unions. That an extra- 
ordinary meeting of the Guardians be held on Monday next, to receive the 
answer of the Commissioners, and that this resolution be forwarded bv this day’s 
post. 

Resolved , — That the difficulties of the Ennistymon Union are in a great measure 
caused by the state in Avhich the late Vice-Guardians left the affairs of that 
Union before the elected Board came into office : they found every thing in the 
greatest confusion ; there was no correct workhouse register or relief list, and the 
greatest laxity of discipline prevailed ; and that it is an extreme hardship to be 
compelled to pay for auxiliaries rents in many cases three times more than their 
letting value ; and that in the expenditure incurred on the houses in Lahinch and 
at Milfown, there has been the most culpable extravagance and recklessness ; and 
this Board fears very much that if paid officers are again appointed, it will have 
the effect of causing such a general panic and discontent amongst the rate- 
payers, that in a short time, there will be a fearful abandonment of land, and con- 
sequent diminution in the rateable property of the Union ; that the Board are 
making every effort to extend in-door accommodation, and have ordered out-door 
relief. 

That they have used every exertion to surmount the very serious difficulties 
which tliey have had to encounter in the management of the affairs of this Union, 
and that they think it hard that the defects of which the Commissioners complain 
should not be attributed rather to those difficulties than want of zeal on their 
part. 



No. 28. — GOPl' LETTER from Mr. Briscoe to the Commissioners, dated 
29 December 1850. 

(No. 71,594/50.) 

With reference to the proceedings of the Board of Guardians at their meeting 
upon the 27th instant, I have the honour to report, there was an unanimous desire 
that the management of the affairs of the Union should be continued with them, 
and a determination expressed to give increased attention to the administration of 
the laws for the relief of the destitute poor in the Ennistymon Union. 



No. 29. — COPY LETTER from the Commissioners, in reply, dated 
30 December 1850. 

(No. 71,594/50-) 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of 
the poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th instant, 
relative to the proceedings of the late Board of Guardians of Ennistymon Union 
on the 27th instant, and in reference thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners 
to inform you, that they have directed that an order under seal be issued, ap- 
pointing Messrs. Mark S. O’Shaughnessy and Kerry Moone to be Vice-Guar- 
dians of Ennistymon Union, and I am to request that you will have the goodness 
to co-operate with them in the performance of their difficult duties. 



No. 30. 
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No. 30. — COPY LETTER from Mr. Briscoe to the Commissioners, dated 
29 December 1850. 

(No. 71 , 595 / 50 .) 

With reference to No. 70,325/50, I have the honour to state, that in a report 
of mine, dated 26th October 1850, I said, “destitution is fast increasing ; if in- 
door accommodation be not provided without delay, it will be the imperative duty 
of the Board of Guardians to afford out-door relief.” In another report, 24th 
November last, I stated the demand for admissions was unceasing : from want of 
room, except in urgent cases, admission to the house was refused, and clothing 
required. In my monthly reports for November and December, I stated the 
want of clothing and other articles. That in answer to my November report, 
the Commissioners directed an estimate to be forwarded for clothing and 
bedding. 

Previous to my report of the 24th November, I was constantly urging the 
Board to provide house accommodation, otherwise they must resort to out-door 
relief. 

Upon Sunday, the 1st instant, the Vice-chairman, Captain M‘Namara, and I 
viewed the premises of Holywell as an auxiliary. 

Upon the Board day, 6th instant, after the receipt of No.65, 039/50, 1 urged, in 
the strongest manner 1 could, the necessity of affording relief where required. The 
entire Board were disinclined to out-door relief, and stated they would rather take 
any amount of house accommodation. The Board adjourned to the next day, 
7th instant, and confirmed the report of a Committee for taking 15 houses in 
Lahinch. The several owners were directed to forthwith put them in order, and 
a matron was named to take charge of them. This day I gave money to the 
clerk to distribute among the Relieving Officers for out-door relief. This same 
evening (7th instant), one of the Guardians, the Clerk of the Union and I, were 
occupied until between 11 and 12 o’clock at night, purchasing, upon my security, 
bedding and clothing for the use of these houses. Requesting the attention of the 
Committee of Guardians to make the necessary arrangements, I proceeded to the 
other portions of my district, and did not return until the next Board day, the 
13th instant. I was informed that a combination had taken place among the 
owners of the houses for higher rents. The Board considered that any rent was 
more advisable than out-door relief. The Board was adjourned to the next day 
(14th instant), to receive the report of a Committee that were to go to Lahinch. 
The dav was so inclement, a perfect hurricane, and considerable danger from 
lightning (one person killed, and several injured within the distance of a few 
miles), the Committee did not meet me, and I proceeded a distance of eight miles 
to view and measure premises as an auxiliary. The next day, the 15th instant, 
with some of the Guardians, I went to Lahinch to make farther arrangements, 
and then proceeded to other parts of my district. The subsequent Board day 
out-door relief was decided upon. 

With reference to the want of milk at Lahinch, I have repeatedly directed the 
attention of the Board to the subject, that money should be placed in the hands 
of the assistant matron to procure supplies when the contractor failed in delivery. 
Money was upon several occasions given at my request to the contractor, who 
then promised regularity (to him a large sum was due). The Commissioners are 
referred to the want of milk at Lahinch to the reports in minutes, November 1st, 
8th, 15th and 22d, and December 6lh and 7th. 

W ith reference to the children’s house, the assistant matron, Mrs. Edwards, 
informs me, that in the infirmary linen was supplied weekly, and oftener if necessary ; 
to classes 5 and 6, weekly ; to class 4, for a period of tw'o or three months ; the 
longest period of the majority was these of four weeks; the remainder washing 
them themselves within school periods. 

The matron in the parent house always informed me that the children received 
a change weekly ; I considered this referred to all the children. No complaint 
by her, Mrs. Edwards, or Mrs. O’Donnell, the schoolmistress, was made to roe 
as to the want of a change, and I had no opportunity otherwise of knowing it. 

Irrespective of the want of this change and good clothing, the children nave 
been kept clean, particularly their hair. 

Of the 100 in hospital, the medical officer states it is not more thau usual: 
40 are skin diseases. 

With reference to the want of a teacher at the parent house, I have several 
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times brought the subject before the Board. Upon the 11th October, upon the 
motion of John O’Brien, Ji. p.. Miss Mulqueeney was appointed schoolmistress 
at parent house, and it was resolved to advertise for a second. Upon the 1st No- 
vember, Miss Davoren was appointed. Upon the 8th November, Commissioners 
refused’ their sanction to Miss Mulqueeney, and an advertisement ordered to 
appoint one in her place upon the 22d November, upon which day no candidate 
offered. . . 

Upon the 8th November, money was sent to Dublin for .school requisites, which 
only arrived the 21st instant. 

With reference to Ballykeale auxiliary, I repeatedly reported to the Board the 
insufficiency of the clothing, the want of fire-places in the day-rooms, tins, 
materials for employment, &c. ; also to the Commissioners in my monthly report; 
and they are referred to a report of a Committee relative to Ballykeale in the minutes 
of the 25th October last. 

Two months ago, I directed a stove to be forwarded from the parent house to 
Ballykeale. The^ fittings in the infirmary are deficient, but bedding clean. When 
room, patients to be sent to parent house. 

Upon the 7th December instant, 1 1 stone of wool was sent to be worked up ; 
and upon the 14th instant, 16 stone was bought. 

In reference to the master of Ballykeel (Mr. Carrigg), his appearance is not 
that of a temperate person. I have often inquired from the Guardians and others, 
and they reported he was a person of sober habits. I regret Mr. Lynch’s report, 
as I have considered Mr. Carrigg an efficient officer, and his house, yards, privies, 
&c. in excellent order. 

With respect to the mortality, I have to report that this year Moymon Fever 
Hospital is now an auxiliary, and the cases on the medical officers’ books, and 
deaths included in the returns, which were not done last year. 

Mortality, week ended 21st December, 17. 

The bedding in the parent house and auxiliaries is clean and in good repair ; 
the blankets and ticks were washed during the summer. 

The dormitories in all the houses could not be in better order. To the infirma- 
ries particular attention is always paid, not only to the bedding linen of patients, 
but every other thing connected with them, which is shown by the purity per- 
ceptible when you enter. The state of the several houses, yards, privies, sewers, 
is excellent. Some damage was done by a late storm in some of the auxiliaries, 
which has been repaired or in progress. 

I consider the state of the houses would reflect credit upon any Union. 

The provisions have been generally of the best description, and well cooked. 

Irregularity on the part of contractors, and from the want of funds to buy tins, 
has caused much delay, often in the time of meals. 

Irrespective of the want of clothing, the appearance of the inmates is clean, 
particularly their hair. 

The Commissioners are aware that, since the dismissal of the late master, the 
Board have not been able to procure another, and have to contend with many 
difficulties in consequence, especially in the supervision of the auxiliaries. 

In my frequent visits to the houses I have taken full notes, and always directed 
the attention of the Board to the most minute detail. 

It is not my practice to have my suggestions entered upon the minutes. I con- 
sider the quieter I endeavour to have things carried out, the more effective is the 
result. 

TheCommissioners cannot be aware of the difficulties I have had to contend with, 
particularly in the Ennistymon Union. When there was a probability of over- 
coming such, I have considered it more advisable not to report to the Commis- 
sioners : in this I may have been in error. 

I give up the entire of my thoughts, attention and time to the duties of my office, 
from an early to a late hour ; and from the period I had the settlement of the 
liabilities of Ennis, Kilrush, Ennistymon and Gort, every Sunday has been occu- 
pied in travelling and official business. 
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No. 31 .— COPY LETTER from Sir Lucius O’Brien to the Commissioners, 
dated 6 January 1851. 

(No. 1 , 010 / 51 .) 

I BEG to forward a copy of resolutions agreed to at a meeting of rate-pnyei* 

and inhabitants of the Union of Ennistymon, on the 3d January. 

I can only say for myself, that I was anxious to learn the state of public feeling 
on tlie subject, and I must say, that it was entirely favourable to the continuance 
of the old Board, and I am convinced that with a little assistance they might have 

administered the affairs of the Union. ... r i t i,- u 

The greatest alarm prevails at the recollection of the abuses which existed 
under the former administration of Vice-Guardians. 



Ko. 32.— COPY RESOLUTIONS passed at a Meeting of Rate-payers of 
Eonistymon, enclosed in foregoing. 

(No. 1 , 010 / 51 .) . ,, 

At a public meeting of the rate-payers of the Ennistymon Union, convened by 

requisition, held in the Court-house, Ennistymon, ou Friday the 3d Januaiy 

18^51, the following resolutions, having been proposed and seconded, were 
unanimously adopted : — 

Resolved, -Th^X as members of the late Board of Guardians of the Ennistymon 
Union, we feel called upon to give public expression to the feeling of indignation 
with which we received from the Poor Law Commissroners, a 
order for the dissolution of our Board, vrith an intimation that paid Viee-Guardians 

"StlSSltcisa of power was r^ortM 
liable cause but, as we believe, in submission to a party who damour for a lavish 
expenditure’ of money and to a private infruence, which the Commissioners had 
S courage to resist,Lnd which (though it does not at present appear) may ere 

*™ThSfor°too*yearf previous to November 1849, when we were called iiito 
office the espeiLent had been tried of administering the affairs of this Union by 
a succession of Vice-Guardians, the result of which was to bring the Union to the 
verge S bmikruptcy, to crush industry, and demoraliie the people to a learfol 
e.xtfnt More tbL 1 7.000 persons were receiving meal out of doors Rates to the 
amount of about 1 U. in the pound on a high valuation 

which with the Government advances, made an expenditure within the year not 
much kort of 20 s. to the pound on the valuation of the Union, to support a sj stem 
7undfr“uised plunder. Shoes, clothing, blankets in large quantities were stolen 
?rorthe“ho^ a kind of a market was established near it tor the sale of those 
thinvsby the paupers, who went out and returned when they pleased. A correct 
rS- list was not £ h^ found, nor could the master tell on any one day who were 
fed in the house the day before. Rations were drawn for paupers who had been 
Ions absent— some in America, some in their graves— while profligacy and vice 
prevailed in the house to an appalling extent. Such was the condition of the Union 

“t^aaTfi"™ our part, and that local knowledge which enabled us to 
discriminlte between real and pretended destitution m a manner that strangers 

could not do we speedily and largely reduced the numbers by new and correct 
lul Xle by improved disciplinerb, strict ecomony and reduction of extravagant 
satr’ies (when the CommissioLrs allowed us to do so), vye got through he year 
wlrraimto^ amount of Government aid and tates w.thm the capaeny of he 
rate pavers to pay. The result was a revivor of industry and of hope to the tenant 
far niL that he would be allowed to enjoy the fruds <if his labour, and not have 
the irtole tom from him by rate collectors ; but his hope is vain ; and by 'be Bat 
of the Commissioners, the property of every landholder lu the Union is doomed 

'“'rrafS'e only excuse offered for this abuse of power is the report of Mr. 
AsSlaut Commissioner Lynch, containing no inipnlnt.on “ ^ 

Board, and which report we designate as frivolous and 

exaggkatcd, in part untrue, and on the wnole a labonons effort to concoct Jiu 
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excuse for the despotic act which the Commissioners had previously decided upon, 
as we believe, in obedience to the influence already alluded to. Some ofthe 
charges against us are these : “ that the houses are too much crowded ; that we 
did not take additional houses as soon as we ought; that we did not 
give relief as freely as they conceived we should, though we fancied our- 
selves the constitutional judges of that question ; tliat the clothing was deficient ; 
that the. stirabout at Ballykeale was too thin; and that from these causes mortality 
had increased to an unusual extent ; and that the master at Ballykeale looked as if 
he had drank the night before. 

That we deny the truth of the picture which Mr. Lynch has attempted to draw, 
and that we now publicly call on the Commissioners to select an impartial 
tribunal to inquire into the circumstances of this case. Let them name two 
or three gentlemen of station and character, unconnected with this Union or its 
late Guardians, on the one hand, or with the Commissioners or their paid officers 
on the other, and to their judgment we shall bow with submission; but we feel 
assured that such a tribunal would not hesitate to pronounce the conduct of the 
Commissioners towards us to have been harsh, unconstitutional, and we believe 
illegal ; for we do not think the Legislature ever meant the extreme power of 
dissolving a Board to be exercised in a capricious or arbitrary manner, but as a 
last resort when a Board was found corrupt in its administration, or contuma- 
ciously neglectful of the orders of the Commissioners ; neither of which imputations 
could be applied to us. 

This resolution of the Guardians was submitted to a meeting of rate-payers 
and inhabitants of the Union. 

Resolved , — That our Chairman do transmit a copy of this resolution to the Com- 
missioners, with a request that they would comply with its prayer, by instituting 
such au inquiry as upon public grounds it is our duty and our privilege to 
seek. 

Resolved , — That we regard with the utmost alarm the dismissal of the late Board 
of Guardians of this Union, and the appointment of paid Guardians; that it is a 
measure calculated to abate the reviving industry and confidence of the rate- 
payers, who must now consider themselves at the mercy of strangers, with an 
unlimited power of taxation, and that our experience of our late Board has led 
us to place the utmost reliance on their industry, ability and zeal. 

Signed on behalf of the meeting, 

Lucius O'Brien, Chairman. 

Thomas Green, Secretary. 



No. 33. — COPY LETTER from the Commissioners to Sir Lucius 0'B7'ien, in 
reply, dated 16 January 1851. 

(No. 1 , 010 / 51 .) 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the laws for relief of 
the poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, 
transmitting a copy of a resolution agreed to at a meeting of rate-payers and 
inhabitants of Ennisiymon Union, in w'hich they adopt a resolution passed by the 
members of the late Board of Guardians, deprecating the dissolution of the 
Board, and express their alarm at the dismissal of the late Board and the appoint- 
ment of paid Guardians, as calculated to abate the reviving industry and con- 
fidence of the rate-payers, who must now consider themselves, the resolution states, 
at the mercy of strangers, with an unlimited power of taxation. 

In reply, I am directed by the Commissioners to state, that it was with very 
great reluctance that they resorted to the extreme measure of superseding the 
late Board of Guardians ; but while they feel, upon a review of the proceedings 
of that Board, that no other course was open to them, they confidently trust that 
the main object which they had in view in resorting to that step, viz., the due and 
efficient relief of the destitute poor of Ennistymon Union, will be attained by the 
exertions of the gentlemen who have been appointed to administer its affairs, 
without imposing any extraordinary burthen upon the rate-payers, or affording 
ground for the alarm which the Commissioners regret to learn, from the resolution 
and from your letter, prevails on the subject. 

At the close of August last, when the administration of out-door relief was 
discontinued by the Board of Guardians, there were 936 persons on the out-door 

relief 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




OF THE BOARD OF GUARDIANS, ENNISTYMON UNION. 23 



relief lists, while the workhouses of the Union contained no less than 3,172 per- 
sons, or 275 beyond their proper number. In this respect the circumstances of 
Ennistymon Union were different from those of every other Union in the county 
of Clare, there being in all those Unions a sufficient amount of workhouse room 
a\'ailable to i*ender the discontinuance of out-door relief, free from difficulty and 
from risk ; accordingly the Commissioners, on the 5th of September last, addressed 
the Guardians of Ennistymon Union, requesting that no further admissions to 
the workhouse might be admitted until the number of inmates was reduced within 
proper limits, or until additional accommodation was obtained ; and the Commis- 
sioners suggested that in the meantime the Guardians should not totally discon- 
tinue out-door relief to persons to whom such relief might be legally given, under 
the 1st section of the Irish Relief Extension Act. 

The Guardians, however, did not act on the suggestion of the Commissioners, 
but entirely ceased to afford out-docr relief. 

On the 23d of November, Mr. Briscoe, the temporary inspector in charge of 
the Union, reported to the Commissioners as follows : 

“ The demand for admission into the workhouse is increasing from want of 
room ; admission must be refused, except in urgent cases, and in many cases where 
several applications had been made." 

On the receipt of this information, the Commissioners urgently addressed the 
Guardians on the necessity of their affording relief, beyond that which they were 
enabled to afford in the workhouse ; and it was with much pain that the Commis- 
sioners found the only reply which was made by the Guardians, on the receipt of 
that suggestion, was, “ The Board postpone the consideration of the letter for one 
fortnight.” . .«> 

The Commissioners lost no time, after this expression of indifference on the part 
of the Board of Guardian.^, in warning them, that a continuance in this course 
would lead to their dissolution ; and on the receipt shortly afterwards of 
Mr. Lynch’s reports of the state of the Union, the Commissioners found them- 
selves unable to take any other course than that which they had previously 
declared it w-ould be necessary for them to take. 

In conclusion, the Commissioners have to observe, that while they regret the 
statements which are contained in the resolution, and in your letter regarding the 
administration of the affairs of the Union by former Vice-Guardians, they think 
it only just to remark that the Vice-Guardians, on the former dissolution of the 
Board, assumed their functions under very great and peculiar difficulties ; and 
that the period during which they administered the affairs of the Union was one 
of far greater difficulty than the present ; and the Commissioners do not doubt 
that, when the additional workhouse accommodation, which is now in course of 
preparation, is ready, the difficulties of the Union will be materially lessened ; 
but the Commissioners felt that they could not take upon themselves the 
responsibility of permitting the administration of the affairs of the Union to be 
continued by the late Board of Guardians, after their protracted and deliberate 
postponement of those measures which the Com.missioners thought necessary to be 
taken for the effectual relief of the destitute poor. 
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